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Not only as loving disciples of Christ,  

desirous of having his heart and mind,  

but as beloved children of the Father,  

we are to show gratitude by appreciation:  

such must be our response to creation.  

  

All that we have,  

all that we are,  

is the gracious gift of the Father.  

The realisation of this is the basis for a true ecology.  

  

The gift in itself is precious.  

  

But how much more valued is added to it by our love for the Giver.  

How offensive to him is a wanton, wasteful,  

or useless consumption of destruction of his precious gifts.  

Love for the Father inspires us  

to hold each bit of creation as precious  

and to use it with due care.  

  
From "A place apart" by Basil Pennington 

 

 

 
 

Please feel free to contact Fr. Stephen at any time,  
but please remember that his usual day off is Saturday.  

Telephone: 01522 525621  mobile: 0794 371 5279 
e-mail: fr-stephen@stjohnthebaptistparishchurch.org.uk 

Fr John Clark 01522 751759  Revd Melanie Jackson 01673 866129 
Web site: www.stjohnthebaptistparishchurch.org.uk 
Any items for this weekly sheet should be received  

Peter Sherlock by Wednesday evening. peter.sherlock4@ntlworld.com   

http://beehive.thisislincolnshire.co.uk/stjohnbaptist
mailto:peter.sherlock4@ntlworld.com


THE PRAYER PAGE 

 

Saint’s Day Prayer in the parish Prayer in the diocese 

Sunday 
TRINITY 4 

Readers, sidepersons, chalice 
assistants and intercessors 
Residents of: Waddingworth Close, 
Welbourne Gardens, Welland Road, Welton 
Gardens 

Bourne 
Revd Fr Chris Atkinson 
Revd Fr Douglas Clarke 
Revd Fr Patrick Lingard 
Revd Canon David Staples 
 

Monday  
Irenaeus, 
Bishop of 
Lyons, 

Teacher 

Mothers’ Union; our website Sheila and 
members of our branch; Daniel Holt 
Residents of: Wellingore Road, Wickenby 
Crescent, Willingham Avenue, Winster Close 

Deaf Awareness Week 
June 28 to July 4 
Details below 
 

Tuesday  
St Peter and 
St Paul 
Apostles 

Shops and businesses on the estate; 
the contact centre at the URC 
Residents of: Woodburn Close, Woodburn 
View, Woodhall Drive 

The Ringstone in Aveland 
Group of Parishes 
Revd Fr Graham Williams 
Revd Fr David Creasey 
 

Wednesday 
 

 

The library, our Community Centres, 
and the Ravendale Drive sports field 
Library staff, centre managers and users, 
sports field users and managers. Members 
of our congregation who live outside the 
parish 
 

Ember Day 
Details below 
Those to be ordained 
Priest and Deacon on 
July 4  

Thursday  
 

Our parish and people  
Residents of: Allandale Close, Allandale 
View, Amble Close, Apley Close 
 

Renewal of vows day 
Details below 
 

Friday 
 

Fr Stephen, John Clark, Melanie 
Jackson and their families 
Residents of: Asterby Close, Aubourn 
Avenue, Aylesby Avenue, Bain Street 

Deacons preparing for 
ordination as priests this 
weekend 
 

Saturday 
St Thomas 
the Apostle 

Our Lady of Lincoln church and school 
Fr Colin, Sister Stephanie, the clergy and 
people; the staff and pupils of Our Lady 
Primary School 
Residents of: Barkston Gardens, Bassingham 
Crescent, Bilsby Close, Blankney Crescent 

Ordinands preparing for 
ordination as deacons 
this weekend 
 

 
 
 

Give thanks for: Our parish and people and all who have served God here at St.John’s  

Special prayers 
this week for: 

Our armed forces and their chaplains in Afghanistan; our decision as we 
select a charity to support, those preparing for ordination. 

People in need: Emma Evans, Ann Gray, Colin Gray, Alison Greig, Beryl Grout, Jan 
Hunter, Elizabeth Nixon, Jean Stanney. 

Rest in peace: Margaret Coates, John Pryke, Shaun Rossington. 



Coming up this week:  
 

Sunday 27 
Mass setting: 

Rizza 

10:00am 
4:00pm 

Patronal Festival Eucharist – Fr John Hodgkinson 
Songs of Praise followed by Strawberry Tea 

Tuesday 29 9:30am 
6:30pm 
6.30pm 

Eucharist 
Fr Stephen at Ermine Primary School governors meeting 
Guides Entertainment and Fundraising event – church hall 

Wednesday 30 9:30am Eucharist 

Thursday 1 9:15am 
12:00pm 
7:00pm 

Fr Stephen taking assembly at St.Francis School 
Lunch Club in the hall 
Craft and Chatter 

Friday 2 6:00pm 

7:00pm 

Pathfinders 

Eucharist 

 
Coming up soon: 
 

Sunday 4 
Mass setting: 

Rizza 

10:00am 
12:00pm 
7.00pm 

Eucharist (St Thomas) 
Baptisms 
Foundation Course 

Tuesday 6 1:30pm 
7:00pm 

Fr Stephen at Ermine Primary Sch – World of Work week 
Intercessors meeting 

Wednesday 7 9:30am 
10:00am 
 
10:30am 

Eucharist 
Fr Stephen talking to Bishops Advisory Group on Prayer and 
    Spirituality about his research 
Ruckland Court Eucharist 

Thursday 8 2:00pm Mothers Union 

Friday 9 3.30pm 
6:00pm 

Standing Committee 
Pathfinders 

Sunday 11 
Mass setting: 

Murray 

10:00am 
7.00pm 

Family Eucharist 
Foundation Course 

Monday 12 9:00am 

4.00pm 
7:00pm 

Fr Stephen taking assembly at Ermine Primary School 

Archive Meeting 
Hospitality Group – Christmas fair planning meeting 

Wednesday 14 9:30am 
10:00am 
7:30pm 

Eucharist 
Coffee Morning at Chris Priestley’s 
Choir Practice 

Thursday 15  10:30am 
1:30pm 

Fr Stephen attending police liaison meeting 
Bingo and coffee in church hall 

Friday 16 11:00am 
6:00pm 
7:00pm 

Archdeacon of Lincoln visit to St.John’s 
Pathfinders 
Eucharist 

Saturday 17 10:00am Open garden morning at the Vicarage 

Sunday 18 
Mass setting: 

Rizza 

10:00am 
7:00pm 

Eucharist 
Foundation Course 

Tuesday 20 7:00pm Eucharist and PCC Meeting 



EXTENSION OF PARKING RESTRICTIONS AT THE FRONT OF THE CHURCH 

 
Last week I had a letter from the County Council informing us that they are intending 
to extend the parking restrictions at the front of the church. This would mean that 
there would be no waiting at any time for vehicles from the beginning of the paved 
area opposite the front door of the church extending around the corner to the bus 
stop. Equally there would be no waiting on the opposite side of Sudbrooke Drive or 
outside the medical centre or Ermine House.  
 
I have established that the no waiting rules are waived for a maximum of three hours 
for: 
 
funeral cars 
wedding cars 
cars with disability badges. 
  
I do not know when the changes will come into being, but if you have any comments 
you can contact the County Council on 782070. The person to ask for is Mrs J Gibson.  
 
QUEEN'S BIRTHDAY HONOURS 

  

We are delighted to report that Fr Stephen's mother has been awarded the MBE in the 
Queen's Birthday Honours List. This has been awarded for her services to Save the 
Children and she will receive the award later this year. Fr Stephen's father also received 
the MBE from the Queen several years ago for his services to nursing. 

 
GUIDES ENTERTAINMENT AND FUNDRAISING EVENT 
  

The Guides event is on Tuesday 29th June at 6:30pm in the church hall. Everyone is 
welcome. There will be a raffle, tombola, games, cakes, bric a brac, toys, books, 
refreshments and entertainment of course. Please come along and support us on this 
evening as the girls have worked very hard to put on entertainment for you. The 
money we raise will be put towards new guiding equipment. 22nd Lincoln Brownies 
will be joining us and they will also have a stall and will be joining in the 
entertainment.  We urgently need donations for all the stalls (including cakes) - these 
can be given to the guides on Tuesday. 
 

CHARITY FOR THE NEXT 18 MONTHS 
 
Here is a list of the charities that you have nominated for us to consider 
supporting over the next 18 months. 
 
There is information about all these charities on the table at the back of 
church by the prayer requests board. What we would like you to do is to 
vote for the charity that you would like us to support. Here is the voting 



form. Please tick ONE charity only. All votes need to be in by the end of 
June and there is a basket at the back of church for your voting slips. 
 

CHARITY Pick tick one box 

  

Aids awareness in Swaziland  
 

 

Anglican Eye Clinic in Ghana 
 

 

British Heart Foundation 
 

 

Care for abused girls in Swaziland 
 

 

Eve House – the women’s refuge 
 

 

Hearing Dogs for deaf people 
 

 

Lincoln Community Larder 
 

 

Mothers Union 
 

 

Red Cross disaster relief 
 

 

Smile train – helping children with 
cleft palates 
 

 

St Johns – our church 
 

 

 
Taizé Quiet Day 13 July Worship & Silence at the Edward King Centre 
 
"Mary, the Mother of Jesus" led by Margaret Ford 
 
Reader at St Peter in Eastgate and St Mary Magdalene Churches, Lincoln 

Programme 
 
10am          Arrival and coffee 
10.20am    Introduction to Taizé - opening worship 
10.45am    First talk: Childhood of Mary 
       Silence until 
12 noon     Holy Communion (St Hugh's Chapel) 
1pm            Sandwich lunch 



1.45pm     Second talk: Mary's struggles 
      Silence until 
3.15pm     Act of worship 
3.45pm     Tea and biscuits 
4pm            Depart 
 

Cost: £15 
Bookings should be made with Sonja or Alex at The Edward King Centre on 01522 504075 
 

The Edward King Centre in the heart of Lincoln, just next to the Cathedral, is a Retreat 
Centre operated by the Diocese of Lincoln which hosts a range of Quiet Days and 
residential Retreats for a wide variety of groups and individuals. 
 

The Edward King Centre is part of the Old Palace, the former home of Bishop Edward 
King. For more information visit www.bishopedwardking.org 

The Bishop of Lincoln's letter: June 2010 
   
It's the Law!  
  
von Bismark once said that laws are like sausages - you don't want to be there 
when they are being made. 
  
But being there while laws are made is precisely what will be required of members newly 
elected to Parliament.  And this raises questions about how Christians should relate to 
legislation and the law of the land.  
  
The standard response is that we do all we can to influence the legislative process by 
casting our vote, lobbying MPs and making the most of having Bishops in the House of 
Lords - and then live as best we can with the outcome. 
  
On the other hand, there is a long history of civil disobedience on the part of Christians 
who refuse as a matter of principle to comply with the law, and are prepared to face the 
consequences.  
  
Each of these stances finds support in Scripture and the Christian tradition.   
  
But during the last Parliament we became aware of a third way whereby Christians 
campaigned to be exempted from certain laws because they were thought to conflict with 
Christian beliefs or threaten religious liberty.  Former Archbishop George Carey even 
argued for cases involving Christian principle to be dealt with by specially chosen Judges 
who might be expected to understand the Christian point of view. 
  
What do you think? 
  

My own position is that we argue our corner when laws are being made but don't go in 
for special pleading in order to secure exemptions for ourselves.  Civil disobedience 

mailto:sonja.mueller@lincoln.anglican.org
mailto:alexandra.schimmel@lincoln.anglican.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103479188004&s=1790&e=001xXQhQelgjCKMIENiQGYFMbVn-_F8MKGrUYxNLiwr_vnrRSkVF3z2-DO7q774q6hgceUF7xYeKpkCFTHh-RIC3nvwilhn4Ch2Zcbkisb4xJoybYZ56kXxW5ZYHHcCX8OJORT4X4qIur6T8YbqCSW2Acrel0daASRUyxMfliudxoArGkfc7lEPgA==


remains an option for Christians when law and faith are in conflict, and many bad laws 
have been repealed as a result of peaceful protest.  But spending less time on securing 
exemption for ourselves so as to concentrate on making laws which are for the well being 
of all, would not come amiss. 

FROM THE DIARY 
 

Deaf Awareness Week 
28th June – 4th July 

 
The theme, 'Look at Me', aims to improve our understanding of the different types of 
deafness by highlighting the many different methods of communication used by deaf, 
deafened, deafblind and hard of hearing people, such as sign language and lip-
reading. 
 
Please pray for Revd Simeon Bishop, Chaplain to the Deaf and Hard of Hearing; for the 
‘Deaf Church’ meeting across the Diocese in Grimsby, Scunthorpe, Lincoln, Grantham, 
Spalding and Alford. 
 
Websites: www.look-at-me.org.uk 
http://www.deafcouncil.org.uk/daw/ 
 

Ember Day 
 
On this Ember Day please pray for those in training for ordained or accredited 
ministry; for those testing a call to various forms of ministry, both lay and ordained; 
for Vocations Advisers and Bishops Selectors from our Diocese; Selection Secretaries 
and staff of the Ministry Division of the Archbishops’ Council; For those involved in 
theological training, especially the Lincoln School of Theology and Ministry Studies and 
the Lincoln Ministry Scheme, Developing Local Ministry and Mission and Parish 
Foundation Course. 
 

Raise up, O Lord, for ministry within your 
Church, people of spiritual maturity and strong 

faith; people of wide vision and sound judgement; 
and above all people with a deep love for 

you and for your world; that your Church may 
be served in days to come by those whose lives 
are wholly dedicated to the furtherance of your 
kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 
ANNUAL CLERGY RENEWAL OF VOWS SERVICE 

 

The annual renewal of vows service takes place at the Cathedral on Thursday 1st July at 
7:00pm. This is a service that anyone can attend and will include the blessing of the oils 
(usually done at the Chrism Mass on Maundy Thursday. 

 



 

 
 

                         Now Available for £5 


